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by the reclamation of waste areas, the establish-
ment of agricultural committees, and the inaugura-
tion of a credit system for the benefit of the
fanners. Corn-production, the grape harvest, and
cattle-breeding made rapid increases with bene-
ficent results to the peasantry.

The years which Napoleon had spent in medi-
tation and study in exile, and the privations and
vicissitudes which he himself had experienced,
had enlightened him, to a degree higher than that
possessed by any contemporary ruler or govern-
ment, as to the needs and cravings of the inarticu-
late and helpless masses of the people. Humane
at heart, and sincerely anxious to improve their
lot, he succeeded at first in raising the general
standard of existence beyond anything the country
had yet known. The tragedy is that the develop-
ment of failings, physical, mental, and moral,
was to wreck all the good that he had done and
to render the ultimate state of the country worse
even than when its destinies had been entrusted
into his hands.

Nothing brings home the vigour and purpose
of Napoleon's reforms so strikingly as his drastic
surgical operations upon the map of Paris. Mr.
W. B. Jerrold's vivid description of this work is
well worth extensive quotation : " The horrible
maze of loathsome alleys of the Saint Marceau
quarter, the ragmen's homes about the Place